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We do not assume any warranty for the guidance shown above. In any case, we recommend production and evaluation of samples. 

 

79550 & 79570   Zapon Lacquer,® 

 
The nitrocellulose lacquers have their predecessors in the zapon lacquers for metal coatings, furthermore they are also 
used for coatings of metal leaf gildings and real silver coatings here and there in the painter's practice.  
Zapon varnishes consist mainly of viscous or sticky nitrocelluloses (nitrocellulose, collodion wool, celluloid) in highly 
volatile solvents (e.g. amyl acetate). 
Coatings in this form were probably first produced by Crane in 1892.  Dyes (e.g., spray dyes) and other suitable 
substances are also added to the solutions to keep them soft. When applied, which is also referred to as "zapping", these 
coatings produce very thin, colorless or even colored films, which nevertheless have remarkable durability and 
resistance with the greatest elasticity. In the course of time, particularly useful nitrocellulose lacquers have come onto 
the market.  
In addition to nitrocellulose, such a varnish also contains natural or synthetic resin, solvents, thinners and plasticizers. 
The latter must give it elasticity. The chemical industry supplies various types of these additives to meet the respective 
requirements. The resin gives it the necessary fullness, ensures good adhesion to the substrate and allows sanding of the 
paint layer. For the production of these varnishes, the compatibility of the resins with the nitrocellulose used is an 
indispensable precondition.  
Due to their composition, zapon lacquers are particularly suitable for processing with a spray gun.  
Since nitrocellulose lacquer coatings on wood, which "work" only poorly hold, use intermediate layers that anchor 
well. However, the concern is unnecessary if the substrate is completely dry, well adhered to the nitrocellulose lacquer 
film and forms a well resistant layer to water, soap broth, vapors, and also to mechanical action.  
 
The Zaponlack® is a solution of collodion wool in a mixture of ethyl alcohol, ethyl glycol and ethyl acetate and other 
solvents. The Zaponlack® is used for painting wood, metal, leather, glass, paper, etc. The word Zapon is a fancy name. 
Zapon lacquers form extremely thin coatings. For this reason they are very suitable as metal paints. They can provide 
the metal with a certain protection against the effects of gases and atmospheric moisture. The metallic luster does not 
suffer any loss. They are therefore used to coat brightly polished metal objects made of steel, copper, tin and brass, 
which are placed in living and other rooms or would become unsightly by long storage.  
Zaponlack® dries incredibly fast because the solvents mentioned above volatilize very quickly. The painter must take 
this circumstance into account in order to produce clear, streak-free surfaces. All other circumstances must be observed 
during application, as with metal paints. Zaponlack® requires an absolutely dry substrate, otherwise the coatings will 
peel off. 
 
Eigenschaften von Zaponlack®:  

- prevents corrosion, discoloration and tarnishing of interior metal objects (brass, silver, gold, bronze, copper, etc.), 
for thin gloss coatings  
- preserves the shine  
- dries quickly  
- for interior use  
- easy to apply  
 

Source: "Great Painter's Handbook" (1962) by Carl Koch 


